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Arcadia, the name of a real and picturesque region in Greece, is used in literature to connote an ideal land of rustic peace and
contentment. It suggests rural withdrawal and simple happiness and is synonymous with the terms bucolic or pastoral. Tom Stoppard plays

with the meaning of this term and a number of other even larger concepts, including history, literature, science, mathematics, and the
development of modern thought in his typically mind-bending play, Arcadia.
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